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EARLY ADVICE TO COLLECTORS 

In 1831 the “American Journal of Science and Arts” printed 
a paper by Theodore Roger on “Instructions for the benefit of 
those who are engaged in collecting insects for cabinets of nat¬ 
ural history. ’ ’ This had been translated from the French by Dr. 
Jacob Porter of Plainfield, Massachusetts. At that time the 
collector was supposed to carry a net of gauze, rackets in gauze 
(these being flat cup-like nets operated like large pairs of scis¬ 
sors), umbrella, trowel, a bownet of horse hair or canvas for 
water collecting, tin box, wooden box lined with cork, paper 
triangles, pins, bottles with large necks. 

In 1829 the Franklin Society of Providence, Rhode Island, 
published an eight page pamphlet entitled “General directions 
for collecting and preserving articles in the various departments 
of natural history: respectfully submitted by the Franklin So¬ 
ciety of Providence, Rhode Island, to the attention of travellers, 
sea-faring men, and all lovers of nature and of nature’s handy 
works, who are willing to lend their aid in promoting the cause 
of science, and advancing the progress of the arts.”—H. B. W. 


